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FREDERICK PETERSON. 


HOSPITALS FOR EPILEPTICS. 

Chapter 503 of the Laws of 1892. 

An Act providing for the appointment of a Commission to locate an 
institution for epileptics in the State of New York. 

The People of the State of New York , represented in Senate and Assem¬ 
bly, do enact as follows: 

Section i. The Commissioners of the State Board of Charities are 
hereby directed to select a suitable site in the State of New York, on 
which to establish an institution on the colony plan for the medical treat¬ 
ment, care, education, and employment of epileptics. 

SEC. 2. The said Commissioners of the State Board of Charities shall 
have power to receive by gift or to contract for the purchase of such site 
for the location of buildings of said institution, subject, however, to the 
approval of the next Legislature, to whom they shall report their action 
in the premises within ten days after the commencement of the session, 
together with plans and estimates for constructing buildings suitable for 
the purpose named in section one of this act; such site to include not less 
than three hundred acres, and such plans to provide for the accommoda¬ 
tion of six hundred inmates and to admit such further extension of the 
buildings as may be necessary to meet future requirements of the .State 
in providing for the epileptics. 

Sec. 3. The said Commissioners shall be entitled to the payment of 
their traveling expenses while engaged in the performance of their duties 
under this act, and their account for such expenses shall be audited and 
paid out of the treasury, but they shall receive no compensation for their 
services. And the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any moneys 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, payable on the warrant of 
the Comptroller, for the purposes of this act. 

This act shall take effect immediately. 

Thus within a very short period of time a great ad¬ 
vance has been made, and soon the hundred thousand and 
more epileptics of this country who hitherto have had 
none of the advantages of their brethren in the social 
struggle for education, livelihood and happiness will re¬ 
joice in the existence of several places where they can 
learn trades, acquire knowledge, be treated, perhaps be 
cured of their malady, and in any event have a pleasant 
asylum wherein to spend the years allotted to them. Who 
knows what benefit some of them may not confer in re¬ 
turn upon humanity? These new opportunities given 
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them may well bring out in time talents and even genius 
that otherwise might have fallen into fatuity and decay. 

Although it is not given to every epileptic to describe 
his own sufferings as Dostoiewsky does in his novel, 
“ The Idiot,” or to delight the world with music as did 
the epileptic Handel, or with comedy as did Moliere, or 
with poetry as did Petrarch, or with military exploits as 
did Caesar and Napoleon, or with religion as did Mahom- 
med and St. Paul, still it is a consolation to those afflicted 
with this malady to know that epilepsy and genius may 
co-exist, and that the possession of the disease does not 
necessarily lead to mental or moral degeneration. The 
patient may not reach the highest position among man¬ 
kind, but under the new dispensation he will not be de¬ 
barred from any attainment in education, nor prevented 
from exercising all of his capabilities for his own support 
and for his own welfare and happiness. 
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